
RALLY-O OBEDIENCE 

 

As some of you will have noticed on a Monday night there has been a ring set up to 

the right of the club house and signs placed around the ground inside the ring. You 

may have wondered what this is - it is a Rally-O course.  I have introduced it to the 

club this term and it has been a very big learning curve for both the senior members 

and myself as I instruct and we all learn together what to do. 

What is Rally-O?  It is a mix between Agility and Obedience and there are three levels 

- Novice, Intermediate & Advanced.   

Novice is done on lead whereas the other two levels are off lead.  A course is set out 

with signs for you to read as you go along.  You are judged on the precision of your 

movements and you are timed on the speed you complete the course.  A half or a 

full point is deducted by the judge for each fault made from 150 points at the start.    

There are 30 signs or movements to choose from in the Novice level.  Some are easy 

ones like right turns and some are more difficult but they are very easy to learn. As 

you go up through the levels harder exercises are introduced including small jumps 

and directional exercises. 

The criteria for doing Rally-O is to be able to walk your dog beside you on a loose 

lead and do recalls and stays.  We have a good laugh as everyone gets a little 

competitive when we bring out the stopwatch and time each other. 

It is a lighthearted class where we try and enjoy doing exercises with our dogs.  It 

gets the handlers brains working as well as the dogs - some have difficulty reading 

the signs and working their dogs at the same time and this can sometimes be 

hilarious. 

If you are interested in doing Rally-O training with your dog do not hesitate to come 

and see me as it is easier to show you than tell you what it is all about. 

Sandy Busch 
Instructor   


